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Minnie: Renata Tebaldi (soprano) / Dick Johnson: Mario Del Monaco (tenor)
Jack Rance: Cornell MacNeil (baritone) / Jack Wallace: Giorgio Tozzi (baritone)
Orchestra e coro dell’Accademia di Santa Cecilia, Roma / Franco Capuana (conductor)
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PUCCINI HER 133’
La fanciulla del West (Civap:-d:1)

Giacomo Puccini composed twelve operas in his career; this is his seventh.
Based on a play by the American author David Belasco, the opera is set in

a mining camp in the great forest of California during the Gold Rush era,
around 1850. Puccini himself considered it to be his best work up to the time
of its premiere at the Metropolitan Opera of New York in 1910. The music has
been highly praised for the integrity of its melodic development, harmonic

innovations, and colourful orchestration.

Minnie is the owner of the Polka Salon, which is frequented by the miners for
whom she not only provides food and beverages but also cares for their general
well-being, including teaching them bible lessons and guarding their gold. Jack
Rance, the Sheriff, declares love to Minnie, but she resists his advances and
falls in love with a stranger named Dick Johnson, the leader of a band of bandits
in disguise. Johnson is eventually wounded and captured by the miners. Riding
to the scene of execution with rifle in hand, Minnie succeeds in persuading the
miners to set Johnson free, allowing him to leave California with her to start a

new life together.

The title role is sung by the great Italian soprano Renata Tebaldi, Johnson by
stentorian heroic tenor Mario del Monaco, and the Sheriff by baritone Cornell
MacNeil. Franco Capuana conducts the Orchestra and Chorus of the Santa

Cecilia Academy of Rome.
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This English introduction was written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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