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Juliette: Angela Gheorghiu (soprano) / Roméo: Roberto Alagna (tenor)
Orchestre et Chaeur du Capitole de Toulouse / Michel Plasson (conductor)
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Roméo et Juliette (FEEBREE)

As one of William Shakespeare’s most famous tragic
works, Romeo and Juliet has endured through numerous
adaptations for television, film, orchestra, and musical.

In the realm of opera, French composer Charles Gounod's
Romeéo et Juliette, which premiered in 1867, is considered
the most successful. In contrast to other opera adaptations
that often heavily modify or even distort the original

plot, Gounod did his best to preserve the storyline of
Shakespeare’s original. The recording we have selected for
you features a stellar cast of singers. Under the baton of
French conductor Michel Plasson, Angela Gheorghiu and
Roberto Alagna deliver captivating performances in the
title roles during their time as an actual married couple,
alongside the famous Belgian bass-baritone José van Dam

as Friar Laurence.
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: Minnie: Renata Tebaldi (soprano) / Dick Johnson: Mario Del Monaco (tenor)
Prof. Lo King-man

R4S Jack Rance: Cornell MacNeil (baritone) / Jack Wallace: Giorgio Tozzi (baritone)
PRESENTER 3% Orchestra e coro dell’Accademia di Santa Cecilia, Roma / Franco Capuana (conductor)
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La fanciulla del West (Ciibak:4:)

Giacomo Puccini composed twelve operas in his career; this is his seventh.
Based on a play by the American author David Belasco, the operais set in

a mining camp in the great forest of California during the Gold Rush era,
around 1850. Puccini himself considered it to be his best work up to the time
of its premiere at the Metropolitan Opera of New York in 1910. The music has
been highly praised for the integrity of its melodic development, harmonic

innovations, and colourful orchestration.

Minnie is the owner of the Polka Salon, which is frequented by the miners for
whom she not only provides food and beverages but also cares for their general
well-being, including teaching them bible lessons and guarding their gold. Jack
Rance, the Sheriff, declares love to Minnie, but she resists his advances and
falls in love with a stranger named Dick Johnson, the leader of a band of bandits
in disguise. Johnson is eventually wounded and captured by the miners. Riding
to the scene of execution with rifle in hand, Minnie succeeds in persuading the
miners to set Johnson free, allowing him to leave California with her to start a

new life together.

The title role is sung by the great Italian soprano Renata Tebaldi, Johnson by
stentorian heroic tenor Mario del Monaco, and the Sheriff by baritone Cornell
MacNeil. Franco Capuana conducts the Orchestra and Chorus of the Santa
Cecilia Academy of Rome.
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2 Eugene Onegin: Dmitri Hvorostovsky (baritone)/ Tatyana: Nuccia Focile (soprano)
Prof. Lo King-man

4B Lensky: Neil Shicoff (tenor)/ Olga: Olga Borodina (contralto)
PRESENTER 3% St. Petersburg Chamber Choir / Orchestre de Paris / Semyon Bychkov (conductor)
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Eugene Onegin (L= -BEE)

Completed in January 1878, Pyotr Il'yich Tchaikovsky
described Eugene Onegin, his most famous opera, as “lyrical
scenes”. He wrote both the music and libretto, which closely
follow selected passages in Alexander Pushkin’s verse novel
bearing the same name. The story concerns a selfish young
man named Eugene Onegin, who lives to regret his arrogant
rejection of the sincere affection of Tatyana, a farm-owner’s
daughter, and his mindless killing of the poet Lensky, his
best friend, in a fatal duel. Tatyana's letter scene, the duet
of Onegin rejecting Tatyana's love, and the poet Lensky's
farewell aria are among the most beautiful pages in all Russian

lyric operas.

The principal performers are baritone Dmitri Hvorostovsky in
the title role, soprano Nuccia Focile as Tatyana, and tenor Neil
Shicoff as Lensky. The St. Petersburg Chamber Choir and the

Orchestra of Paris are conducted by Semyon Bychkov.
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Laurie: Elisabeth Comeaux (soprano) / Martin: Dan Dressen (tenor) / Grandpa Moss: LeRoy Lehr (bass)
Chorus and Orchestra of The Plymouth Music Series, Minnesota / Philip Brunelle (conductor)
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The Tender Land CRZEBH

Aaron Copland was one of the best-known and most profoundly gifted composers
in the history of American classical music. The Tender Land is his only full-scale
opera, originally created on commission for NBC Television. Its later revision for
stage retained the original’s intimate and folk-like character. It was first performed
at the New York City Opera in April 1954.

The plot focuses on the coming of age of Laurie, daughter of farmer Moss in a small
midwestern town during the Depression era. It is spring harvest time, and Laurie
has just graduated from high school. She falls in love with Martin, an itinerant

farm worker, and plans to elope with him. On the appointed night, the young man
changes his mind and secretly leaves town. Left alone, Laurie resolves to leave
home and make her own way in the world. The curtain falls as she walks out of the

door to explore her future.

Laurie is interpreted by soprano Elisabeth Comeaux, Martin is sung by tenor Dan
Dressen, Ma Moss by mezzo-soprano Janis Hardy, and Grandpa Moss by bass LeRoy
Lehr. Soloists, chorus, and orchestra of the Plymouth Music Series of Minnesota

perform under conductor Philip Brunelle.
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This English introduction was written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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