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s Carmen: Jessye Norman (mezzo-soprano) / Don José: Neil Shicoff (tenor)
ex lam & S
PRESENTER ;ﬁ Micaéla: Mirella Freni (soprano) / Escamillo: Simon Estes (bass-baritone)

Choeurs et Maitrise de Radio France / Orchestre National de France / Seiji Ozawa (conductor)
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French composer George Bizet's Carmen is one of the most
popular and widely performed French operas in history,
even as many of his piano and orchestral compositions have

been largely forgotten. Carmen was written in the style

of opéra-comique, which inserts spoken French dialogue

X X Neil Shicoff
between the arias and ensemble numbers. It is worth BRE
mentioning that the subject matter of an opéra-comique et EO T G

is not necessarily comedic; Carmenis the best example
of a tragic opéra-comique. Bizet passed away from a
heart attack on 3 June 1875 and was unable to witness the
tremendous success of this masterpiece. The recording

| have selected for you this month features a stellar cast

of performers, including Jessye Norman as Carmen, Neil

Shicoff as Don José, and Mirella Freni as Micaéla, conducted & iR

by maestro Seiji Ozawa.

EEEHEIR LA ERE (EFI) #ARELE  NEE L RISEMMNZE
BREZz— BEHROEMAIENHZS R EXE(ER > AIBMDEBER
HAES (KM BRZEBEZINE (opéra-comique) HEIEEE
B BISTERBZEMATHBEBRE o AE=ETE MBS IR —
ERER AIUERARERIESR M (KM ERRERF 18754 ﬁigﬁ?;;wa
6H3H (FEFfI) BEMEISH kAR HEEEN » REERBE—FE 0 Columbia Artists Management
HEZEMNRIN - EXRBEBEARKRETEEEREENEGES » BHIEER)

EMRTEES RERESELRIBSEL

This introduction is written by Alex Tam.
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Andrea Chénier: Franco Corelli (tenor) / Carlo Gérard: Mario Sereni (baritone)

Maddalena di Coigny: Antonietta Stella (soprano) / La comtesse di Coigny: Stefania Malagu (mezzo-soprano)

Orchestra e Coro del Teatro dell’Opera di Roma / Gabriele Santini (conductor)
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Andrea Chénieris one of the most successful works of

the verismo (realist) style of Italian operas, enjoying

great popularity in the international repertory. The music
by Umberto Giordano, set to a libretto by Luigi lllica, is
best known for its passionate melodies and powerful
dramatic effects. The plot is loosely based on the life of
André Chénier, a young poet dedicated to the ideals of the
French Revolution but wrongfully persecuted and executed
at the height of the Reign of Terror in 1794.

The title role is sung by the famous heroic tenor Franco
Corelli. He is partnered with soprano Antonietta Stella as
his beloved Maddalena and accompanied by the Chorus
and Orchestra of the Opera Theatre of Rome conducted by
Gabriele Santini.
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This English introduction was written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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] Lohengrin: René Kollo (tenor) / Elsa von Brabant: Anna Tomowa-Sintow (soprano)
Prof. Lo King-man

e Friedrich von Telramund: Siegmund Nimsgern (baritone) / Ortrud: Dunja Vejzovi¢ (mezzo-soprano)
PRESENTER 4% Chor der Deutschen Oper Berlin / Berliner Philharmoniker / Herbert von Karajan (conductor)
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Lohengrin, for which Richard Wagner created both the
music and libretto, represents the peak of the composer'’s
achievement in the romantic and heroic style. The appealing
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vocal writing and effective orchestration explain the immense

popularity of this opera everywhere it is performed.

Anna Tomowa-Sintow
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The story follows a mysterious knight who arrives in a boat
drawn by a swan to defend the honour of a noble lady in
distress. He marries her but forbids her to ask his origin. She

later breaks this promise, and he leaves her, never to return.

We will hear an outstanding cast led by heldentenor René

Kollo, soprano Anna Tomowa-Sintow, and bass-baritone Siegmund Nimsgern
Siegmund Nimsgern. The Chorus of the Deutschen Oper ES
Berlin and the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra give magnificent

support under Herbert von Karajan.
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This English introduction was written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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Vixen: Lucia Popp (soprano)/ Fox: Eva Randova (mezzo-soprano)
Gamekeeper: Dalibor Jedli¢ka (baritone)

Wiener Staatsopernchor / Wiener Philharmoniker / Charles Mackerras (conductor)
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JANACEK B
The Cunning Little Vixen CRIBHY/NIIIE D

The Cunning Little Vixen is a masterpiece of the Czech
composer Leo§ Janacek. Although based on a serial
newspaper comic strip, the opera covers a serious theme:
the cycle of death and new life. Its several happy episodes
with a touch of sadness reassure the audience of the eternal

regeneration of nature.

The principal singers include soprano Lucia Popp in the title
role, mezzo-soprano Eva Randové as her beloved Fox, and
baritone Dalibor Jedi¢ka as the Forester. The Vienna State
Opera Chorus and the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra perform

under the baton of Sir Charles Mackerras.
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This English introduction was written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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