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Pamina: Evelyn Lear (soprano) / Queen of the Night: Roberta Peters (soprano)
Papagena: Lisa Otto (soprano) / Papageno: Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau (baritone)
RIAS Kammerchor / Berliner Philharmoniker / Karl B6hm (conductor)
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Die Zauberfléte (EEEE)

Die Zauberflote was Mozart's last opera. Because the
composer passed away just two months after the premiere,
he could not witness the tremendous success of his

final masterpiece. Written in the popular format of the

Singspiel - a light opera incorporating spoken German
. . . . . Roberta Peters
dialogue - Die Zauberflote attained success through its B HEL
distinctive characters and memorable arias and ensembles.
One shouldn’t miss the two highly challenging coloratura arias
sung by the Queen of the Night. This 1964 recording featuring
the renowned American soprano Roberta Peters (Queen
of the Night), German tenor Fritz Wunderlich (Tamino), and

conductor Karl B6hm is sure not to disappoint.
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This introduction is written by Alex Tam.
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, Nabucco: Tito Gobbi (baritone) / Ismaele: Bruno Prevedi (tenor) / Abigaille: Elena Suliotis (soprano)
Prof. Lo King-man

e Zaccaria: Carlo Cava (bass) / Konzertvereinigung Wiener Staatsopernchor
PRESENTER 3% Wiener Opernorchester / Lamberto Gardelli (conductor)
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Nabucco (€=

Based on biblical events, Nabucco was Giuseppe Verdi’'s
second opera, which established his fame as Italy’s rising star.
The libretto by Temistocle Solera follows the plight of the Jews

as they are conquered and exiled from their homeland by the

Babylonian king Nabucco who, after destroying the Temple of
i . Bruno Prevedi

Solomon, announces that he is not only a ruler, but their god. 25148 3

For this blasphemy, he is immediately struck by lightning and

loses his mind.

The title role in this 1965 recording i s sung by baritone Tito
Gobbi. Nabucco's daughter Abigaille is interpreted by then
23-year-old dramatic coloratura soprano Elena Suliotis.

They are supported by the Vienna State Opera Chorus and P

. Elena Suliotis
Orchestra, conducted by Lamberto Gardelli. 5 1) 0 4

(AR sl) CRRMEINE —SMEIFm  iREURERER - FmAIAK
I SEHEERASBRAFNERFSHNFHRR BIERRERIIRBRELNE
KBLEREBHIARRRLAER MERRTAEMEINEFER B
ERBCEEET REHNRFE RRBHFRASBREHR SHEEE
BAREEE

R Eh ST ET A E LR HE23ENTE LSS & i;t'“ava
Bl A BRI o A T MBI P B R S B E IS EE WA B ET
o

This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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Manon Lescaut: Victoria de los Angeles (soprano) / Le Chevalier des Grieux: Henri Legay (tenor)
Lescaut: Michel Dens (baritone) / Choeurs et Orchestre du Théatre de I'Opéra Comique

Pierre Monteux (conductor)
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MASSENET EHE
Manon (ER8)

The blueprint for Jules Massenet’s Manon Lescautis Henri
Meilhac and Philippe Gille’s adaptation of Abbé Prévost's
novel, The Story of Chevalier des Grieux and Manon Lescaut.
In the opera, the two young lovers elope to Paris, where
Manon succumbs to the temptation of living luxuriously as
mistress to a rich nobleman. Finally arrested and condemned
to deportation, Manon dies on the road to Le Havre in the arms

of her beloved chevalier.

The title role in this 1955 recording is performed by Spanish
soprano Victoria de los Angeles. Des Grieux is sung by French
tenor Henri Legay. Pierre Monteux conducts the Chorus and
Orchestra of the Opéra-Comique, Paris.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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Alcina: Renée Fleming (soprano)

Ruggiero: Susan Graham (messo-soprano)
Morgana: Natalie Dessay (soprano)

Les Arts Florissants / William Christie (conductor)
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HANDEL BEE
Alcina, HWV34 (3 EY - HWV34

Alcina, the titular protagonist of this Baroque opera by George
Frideric Handel, is an enchantress who lures men to her magic
island and transforms them into rocks, trees, and wild beasts.

The plot tells of the destruction of her magic powers and the

return of her victims into human forms.

Led by soprano Renée Fleming and mezzo-soprano Susan
Graham, this 1999 recording also features coloratura soprano
Natalie Dessay and contralto Kathleen Kuhlmann performing
with the early music ensemble Les Arts Florissants, conducted
by William Christie.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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