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Ariadne: Anna Tomowa-Sintow (soprano) / Zerbinetta: Kathleen Battle (soprano)
Der Komponist: Agnes Baltsa (mezzo-soprano) / Bacchus: Gary Lakes (tenor)
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra / James Levine (conductor)
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Ariadne auf Naxos (PR pEEEMNT RIS L)

German composer Richard Strauss’ Ariadne auf Naxos is
undoubtedly unconventional: it perfectly combines the
raucous commedia dell’arte format with the solemn opera

seria style. Its light-hearted Prologue depicts a composer

preparing a new opera based on Greek mythology while
. . . . Kathleen Battle
facing a series of challenging demands from his wealthy BE
benefactor. His preparations are followed by the Opera
itself, which retains backstage elements from the prologue,
making this opera a play within a play within..yet another
play. On the first Sunday of February, | have selected for

you a magnificent performance led by James Levine with the

Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. The recording features the
) ) Agnes Baltsa
renowned American soprano Kathleen Battle as Zerbinetta L

and Greek mezzo-soprano Agnes Baltsa as The Composer.
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This introduction is written by Alex Tam.
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) Conchita: Antonietta Stella (soprano)
Prof. Lo King-man

B B Mateo: Aldo Bottion (tenor)
PRESENTER 4% Orchestra e Coro della RAI di Torino / Mario Rossi (conductor)
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Conchita (ERELEED

Conchitais an opera in four acts with music by Riccardo
Zandonai, one of the most accomplished Italian
composers of the early 20t century, noted for his superb
craftsmanship and brilliant orchestration. Its libretto by

M. Vaucaire and C. Zangarini is based on a decadent French

novel about an erotic dancer who treats her lover with
Aldo Bottion

perverted mental cruelty and who is finally subdued by g

her victim’s violent physical response. First performed in
1911 with significant success, Conchita offers an exciting
mixture of musical impressionism, exoticism, and realism.
Our recording by Radio Italiana of Torino features soprano
Antonietta Stella in the title role and tenor Aldo Bottion as

her lover.
Mario Rossi
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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Marguerite: Rita Shane (soprano) / Raoul: Nicolai Gedda (tenor) / Marcel: Justino Diaz (bass-baritone)

Radio Austria Orchestra and Chorus / Ernst Marzendorfer (conductor)
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Les Huguenots is a masterpiece by the German-born,
French-Jewish composer Giacomo Meyerbeer. The opera
premiered in 1836 at the Paris Opera with resounding

success and soon established itself as one of the most
popular and spectacular examples of French grand opera.
Meyerbeer’s works advanced the grand opera genre, which

is characterised by a fusion of powerful music, virtuosic
vocals, melodramatic plot, dazzling ballet and pageantry, and
sumptuous costumes, scenery, and stage effects. With such a
rich formula, Meyerbeer consolidated his artistic triumphs and

achieved legendary status within his own lifetime.

Eugene Scribe's text for Les Huguenotsis based on a real
historical event, in which thousands of Protestants were
massacred by Catholics in Paris on St. Bartholomew's Day,
1572. Our programme offers the refined singing of Swedish
tenor Nicolai Gedda, Spanish dramatic coloratura Enriqueta
Tarrés, and American soprano Rita Shane performing with
the Radio Austria Orchestra and Chorus conducted by Ernst

Marzendorfer.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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| Sir John Falstaff: Donald Maxwell (baritone) / Anne Page: Susan Gritton (soprano)
Prof. Lo King-man

548 Sir Hugh Evans: Stephen Varcoe (bass) /
PRESENTER 3% The Sinfonia Chorus / Northern Sinfonia / Richard Hickox (conductor)
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Sir John in Love (RAEPRNASMBELT)

Sir John in Love is a lyric comedy by the English composer
and librettist Ralph Vaughan Williams. His libretto is based on
Shakespeare’s 1601 play The Merry Wives of Windsor, whose

protagonist, Falstaff, had been the subject of numerous prior

successful works by important composers like Antonio Salieri,
Otto Nicolai, Giuseppe Verdi, Edward Elgar, and Gustav Holst. ;C;E:éd Maxwell
Its plot revolves around the hilarious amorous adventures
of Sir John Falstaff, a portly knight who fancies himself an
irresistible lover and attempts to woo two charming married
ladies simultaneously. Vaughan Williams incorporated a

number of Elizabethan lyrics and English folksongs into the

Shakespearean play. The large cast in this recording includes

baritone Donald Maxwell, soprano Laura Claycomb, mezzo- Susan Gritton
E-S2L
soprano Sarah Connolly, and tenor Mark Padmore. They © Simon Fowler

perform with Northern Sinfonia and The Sinfonia Chorus

conducted by Richard Hickox.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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