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Hanna Glawari: Elizabeth Harwood (soprano) / Valencienne: Teresa Stratas (soprano)
Camille de Rosillon: Werner Hollweg (tenor) / Baron Mirko Zeta: Zoltan Kelemen (baritone)

Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra / Herbert von Karajan (conductor)
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Die lustige Witwe (RRZ 1w

Die lustige Witwe (The Merry Widow) is the best-known
operatic work by Austro-Hungarian composer Franz Lehar.
Premiered at the Theater an der Wien on 30 December
1905 to critical acclaim, this three-act operetta enjoyed
an impressive run of 483 performances. Operettas are
generally known for their lighthearted nature and appeal
to audiences of all ages. They combine spoken dialogue,
memorable melodies, and dances. For your listening
pleasure, | have selected this timeless recording from
1972, featuring the renowned maestro Herbert von Karajan

leading the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra.
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Donna Leonora: Maria Callas (soprano) / Don Alvaro: Richard Tucker (tenor)

Don Carlo di Vargas: Carlo Tagliabue (baritone) / Preziosilla: Elena Nicolai (mezzo-soprano)
Chorus and Orchestra of La Scala, Milan / Tullio Serafin (conductor)
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d
I > Lakmé: Joan Sutherland (soprano) / Gérald: Alain Vanzo (tenor) / Nilakantha: Gabriel Bacquier (bass)
Prof. Lo King-man

s Orchestre National de I'Opéra de Monte-Carlo / Richard Bonynge (conductor)
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Lakmé is a romantic lyric opera by Léo Delibes, who is
remembered chiefly for his famous ballets Coppélia and

Sylvia. Among the many beautiful pages of its score are the

famous coloratura soprano showpiece, the ‘Bell Song’, and
the exquisite barcarolle known as the ‘Flower Duet’ for two Joan Sutherland
female voices. The plot evolves around a Hindu priestess’s fEB

love for an English officer, going against the beliefs of her
father, a Brahmin high priest. Tragedy results from the
irreconcilable clash between two cultures, to which Lakmé

offers herself as a victim.

The title role is sung by the late Dame Joan Sutherland, with
tenor Alain Vanzo as her lover Gérald and baritone Gabriel Alain Vanzo
Bacquier as her father, the high priest. Richard Bonynge =
conducts the chorus and orchestra of the Monte Carlo

National Opera.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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: Rusalka: Gabriela Beriackovéa (soprano) / The Prince: Wiestaw Ochman (tenor)
Prof. Lo King-man

e The Watersprite: Richard Novéak (bass) / Prague Philharmonic Chorus
PRESENTER 4% Czech Philharmonic Orchestra / Vaclav Neumann (conductor)
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Rusalkais an operatic fairy tale in three acts by Antonin
Dvorak. It is the best known of the composer’s ten works for
the opera stage and has been successful with audiences since

its first performance in Prague in 1901.

The title character is a water nymph who is in love with a Gibfie;: Befiackova
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young prince and longs to assume a human form. She sings
her famous ‘Song to the Moon’ to express her longing. The
witch Jezibaba grants her wish on condition that she becomes
mute in the human world. Her prince proves to be unfaithful
after their marriage and she returns to wander by the lakeside.

When the prince comes to beg for her forgiveness, she offers

him the kiss of death, and they sink into the lake together.

Our recording features soprano Gabriela Befiackova

as Rusalka, tenor Wiestaw Ochman as the prince, and
contralto Véra Soukupova as Jezibaba the witch. The Czech
Philharmonic Orchestra and Prague Philharmonic Chorus

perform under the direction of conductor Vaclav Neumann.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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) Madama Butterfly: Renata Tebaldi (soprano) / B.F. Pinkerton: Giuseppe Campora (tenor)
Prof. Lo King-man

RS Suzuki: Nell Rankin (mezzo-soprano)
PRESENTER 3% Coro e orchestra dell’Accademia di Santa Cecilia, Roma / Alberto Erede (conductor)
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Madama Butterfly is one of the most frequently performed
and best-selling operas in the international repertory.
Giacomo Pucciniregarded it as the favourite among his own

works and his most deeply felt and imaginative creation. The

music is very high quality, especially in its flowing melodies, Giuseppe Campora
EHE

delicate harmony, and intricate orchestral texture. |t contains
Puccini’s most passionate love duet and is the most moving of

his operas.

Butterfly, the young geisha girl from Nagasaki, is portrayed by

the great Italian soprano Renata Tebaldi. Lieutenant Pinkerton,

her faithless husband, is sung by tenor Giuseppe Campora, —
Nell Ranki
and Sharpless, the American Consul, by baritone Giovanni Eﬁj}s ankin

Inghilleri. They are supported by the chorus and orchestra
of the Santa Cecilia Academy of Rome. Alberto Erede is

the conductor.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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