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i ‘One of the current music icons in Hong Kong

- The Colors Between Black and White by Ch|ao Yuan-pu

Colleen Lee rose to fame swiftly after placing 6™ in the International
Chopin Piano Cornpetition in 2005. While some press likened her
achievement to receiving a Nobel Prize in music, Colleen remained
grounded 'The truly important thlng |s whether one can go further in the
performlng career. ltis along-term development so | hope listeners won't
judge avpl_amst from one single co_mpet_ltlon. Colleen said in-the interview |
withf'mu'slc critic Chiao Yuan-pu, :

Since her victory, Colleen has maintained a busy schedule performlng
to cr|t|cal accla|m both in Hong Kong and abroad. Her mature and
exceptional performance has made her thé most sought-after pianist
among local arts groups. In 2019,' Colleen collaborated with Sir Simon
Rattle .fol" the first time in the widely-anticipated concert with the

-London Symphony Oroheétré-_in Hong Kong. There was extra pressure

on Colleen when she could only rehearse briefly with the orchestra

' before show time due to unforeseen delay on the transportation of the

orchestra’s instruments. Despite the hiccups,:she delivered a remarkable

: perfo‘r‘ma’nce, a testament to her resilience and thorough preparation.

On 1June, Colleen will come to RTHK to perform in ‘Chamber Resonance:
Studio 2 Mu3|c Salon’. Her designed programme centered around the
theme of childhood. We will hear Claude Debussy’s Children’s Corner,

a collection of six tender short pieces dedicated to his beloved _deughter»
Chouchou. The other centrepiece is Robert_SchUmann’s Kinderszenen, a .
poetic and sometimes melancholic reminiscence of childhood by an adult.

» Schumann once wrote to his fiancée, the celebrated pianist Clara Wieck

about this-album, saying, 'You will enjoy them - though you will have to

: forget you are a virtuoso.’ In the miniatures with childlike simplicity and

artlessness, listeners will f|nd resonance with their inner child.

The melodies in Kinderszenen remain in'the middle range of the keyboard
and in soft dynamics, creating an intimate atmosphere. It contrasts
greatly with. Schumann’s Piano Sonata No. 2 in G minor that follows.

After a surprising sforzando G minor chord, a storm sweeps through the
first movement with dramatic urgency. The beautiful and calm second
movement was originally one of Schumann’s earliest lieder written at

the age of 18. Following the humorous Scherzo, the finale dives once
again into restlessness, though there is solace in the serene, lyrical
second subject.

Also on the programme is Maurice Ravel's Sonatine, a charming
three-movement piece with a nod to classical balance and structure. As
the first Ravel work Colleen learned during her youth, it serves as a perfect
introduction to the music salon in the tone of childhood. We look forward
to experiencing Colleen’s delicate performance in the warm environment
of Studio 2.


https://www.rthk.hk/radio/radio4/programme/chamberresonance
https://www.rthk.hk/radio4
https://www.rthk.hk/oldassets/files/extra_file/20240514162814_1088564360.pdf
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