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As a distinguished bianist, Julie Kuok has carved a successful'career

marked by winning the 2"¢Hong Kong Piano Open Competition, Oberlin
Concerto Competition, and the 8th Hong Kong (Asia) Piano Open
Competition. Since 2000, Julie has played with fellow pianist Hui Ling
as the ‘HK Duo/, receiving Widespread acclaim both in Hong Kong

and overseas.

Julie’s musical prowess extends beyond performance; she is also
recogniséd forher c'om'positions‘,. The Fantasy of Little C, a set of ten
short pieces she composed for the young, has been chosen as a set
piece in various co'mio_etitions. Notably, Mahjong on Stage! and Joy

to the Féast, Julie’s corhpdéitions for 4 pianos 8 hands, were played
during ‘Generations on the Keys’, a concert commemorating tHe 60th
Anniversary of the Hong Kong City Hall in 2022. With vivid depictions of
mahjong games and.co'mic interaction of gourmets, the two works left
the audience in awe.

For the upcoming edition of ‘Chamber Resonance: Studio 2 Music

Salon’, Julie curated a programme that navigates from turmoil to

~ hope. The turbulence comes from the piano music of Franz Schubert,

whose final years were haunted by illness and poverty. His Piano ‘
Sonatain Amajor, D. 959, reveals the fear of the proximity of death.
The second movement begins as a melancholy barcarolle, but tragic
atmosp.here and unsettli'ng dissonance take over the middle section
that climaxes in fortissimo shocks. The barcarolle soon returns, leading
into a lighthearted scherzo. The final sonata-rondo movement features -
an endearing and warm theme. The central episode turns stormy,

“but Schubert brings back the warm theme and ends the piece in a

. confident tone.

Recovering from a turmoil is never easy. In Julie’s view, it is nature and
our faith that can give us the strength to overcome difficulties. In the
programrﬁe we find John Ireland’s Amberley Wild Brooks, a beautiful
piece inspired by the natural scene in West Sussex in southern England.
Julie’s own works ‘Go with the Wind’, ‘Clouds Reflected in the Water'
and 'Dance of Droplets’ from Musical Proses also share the theme of
nature. In Maurice Ravel’s ‘Ondine’, we hear the swirling flow of water
and sensuous shimmers of the water nymph - one who fails to seduce a
faithful man and, abashed, dissolves into tears and laughter.

Join us at Studio 2 for an evening of music that promises to uplift
and inspire.


https://www.rthk.hk/radio4
https://www.rthk.hk/radio/radio4/programme/chamberresonance
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Prelude and Fugue No. 20 in A minor, ANBE AT R B SR AR
'BWV 889 (from The Well-Tempered

Clavier, Book 2)

SCHUBERT - :
Piano Sonata in A major, D. 959
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